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Business Interaction Voucher (BIV)

Round 3- Application Form

	Please submit the following documents by 5:00pm on 27th November 2026 to elementalmetalhub@kent.ac.uk:
· Completed application form
· Project Lead CV (maximum two pages)
· Signed Letter of Support from the Industry Partner(s), including:
· The company logo and authorised signature
· Description of the collaboration objectives; and
· Confirmation that the collaboration agreement will be in place before the project begins if funding is awarded. 

All applicants and named project team members must be registered members of the Elemental Hub. Membership registration is available via the Elemental BBSRC Engineering Biology Mission Hub website.

Further information and guidance on this funding opportunity can be found here.
Please read the guidelines and complete all sections (boxes are expandable).




	Is this funding right for you?
The Business Interaction Voucher (BIV) scheme supports collaborations between businesses and academic researchers to address challenges and opportunities related to engineering biology and environmental metal processing.

Before completing this application, please ensure that:
· Your organisation has a clearly defined challenge or opportunity that would benefit from academic expertise.
· The proposed project can be completed within the specified funding period.
· The business is able to provide the required match funding contribution (cash and/or in-kind).
· The proposed activity aligns with the aims and objectives of the Elemental programme.

What Makes a Strong Application?
Applications are most competitive when they demonstrate:
· A clearly defined business need or opportunity.
· A strong collaboration between industry and academia.
· A realistic and achievable project plan.
· Clear benefits to both partners.
· Potential for longer-term impact, innovation, or future funding opportunities.
· Alignment with Elemental priorities.





	Section 1: Project Snapshot

	Project Title:
	

	Lead Research Institution:
	

	Principal Contact (Researcher):
	

	Lead Business Organisation:
	

	Principal Contact (Business):
	

	Funding Requested (£):
	

	Match Funding Contribution (£):
	

	Project Duration (Months):
	

	Project Start Date:
	

	Project End Date:
(12 months duration maximum)
	

	Public Summary (Maximum 250 words):
Describe the proposed activity in simple terms that can be readily understood by a lay audience. Information may be used by the Hub or the BBSRC for public dissemination, if the award is funded. Include a sentence describing how this fits the remit of industrial biotechnology and bioenergy as defined by the BBSRC “The use of biological resources for producing and processing materials, chemicals and energy” and ensure the connection with remit of the Hub is obvious.  

	





	Section 2. Project Partners

	1a. Academic partner

	Academic partner(s) details 
(Academics must be eligible for BBSRC funding . The Hub Manager will contact your Research Office to confirm eligibility. Co-applicants are optional; Industry partners are essential. Further co-applicants/industry partners may be added by copying and pasting the blank boxes. All applicants must join the Hub.)

	Project Lead’s name
	

	Position held
	

	University/Institution 
	

	Email
	

	Finance/Research Office Email
	

	Project Co-lead’s name (optional)
	

	University/Institution (optional)
	

	Email (optional)
	

	1b. Industry Partner (essential)

	Industry partner’s name
	

	Company name
	

	Address
	

	Phone number
	

	Email
	

	Company’s geographical base
	

	Company registration number
	

	Company website 
	

	Employee headcount – highlight as appropriate:

	<5
	5-10
	11-25
	26-50
	51-100
	101-250
	251-500
	501-1000
	1001-4999
	>5000

	Company annual turnover for last financial year – highlight as appropriate:

	<£10k
	£10k-£99,999
	£100k-£249,999
	£250k-£499,999
	£500k-£749,999
	£750-£999,999

	£1M-1.9M
	£2M-5M
	£5M-9.9M
	£10M-24.9M
	£25M-50M
	£>50M

	By submitting this application, the industry partner(s) confirm they are not in breach of subsidy control rules by accepting the voucher. 
Guidance on state subsidy rules, value thresholds and recording can be found here.
	Enter name of person at industry partner who will ensure they are not in breach of subsidy control. 

	Collaboration History
Have the partners worked together previously? If yes, please provide brief details (maximum 150 words) 

	




	Section 3. The challenge or opportunity

	Business Need (maximum 300 words)
Describe the challenge or opportunity facing your organisation. 
Please explain:
· The issue you wish to address.
· Why it is important to your organisation.
· Why it is important to address now.
· Why academic expertise is required. 

	


	Current Situation (maximum 250 words)
Describe any existing approaches, technologies, or processes currently being used and their limitations. 

	





	Section 4. The proposed project

	Proposed Solution (Maximum 400 words)
Describe the proposed project and how it will address the challenge identified above.
Please include:
· The planned activities.
· The role of each partner.
· The expertise, facilities, or knowledge that will be contributed.
· The expected outputs.

	


	Current TRL:
	

	Anticipated TRL if project is successful:
	

	Risks and Mitigation (Maximum 250 words)
Identify any key project risks and explain how these will be managed.

	




	Section 5. Impact and future opportunities

	Business Impact (Maximum 300 words)
Describe the expected benefits to your organisation.
These may include:
· Increased productivity.
· New products or services.
· Cost reductions.
· Environmental benefits.
· Improved competitiveness.
· New market opportunities.

	


	Benefits to the Academic Partner (Maximum 200 words)
Describe the anticipated benefits for the academic team.

	


	Future Opportunities and Legacy (Maximum 300 words)
If the project is successful, what are the anticipated next steps?
Please outline any potential for:
· Follow-on funding.
· Commercialisation.
· Further research and development.
· Scale-up activities.
· Long-term collaboration.

	





	Section 6. Budget and match funding

	6a. Academic Partner Costs

	Project costs for academic partner
Please provide a summary of the of project costs in table below at 100% fEC. Requested finances should be calculated following the guidelines for standard BBSRC fEC calculations. Directly Allocated and Indirect costs are not eligible.

	Directly Incurred (equipment is not eligible)
	Amount (£) 

	DI - Staff1
	

	DI - Travel and subsistence
	

	DI - Other costs2 (specify e.g. consumables)
	

	Total academic costs and Hub funding request (£) at 100%(fEC), Incl VAT 
	

	Justification of costs (max 250 words) 
Please provide a justification of costs.

	


	6b. Industry Partner Costs

	Project costs for industry partner(s)
Please provide a summary of cash or in-kind contributions (estimate financial value).

	Use
	Amount

	Cash
	

	Access to staff time
	

	Materials provided at cost
	

	Access to equipment
	

	Other (please specify e.g. meeting costs) 
	

	Match funding from Industry partner(s)
Industry match funding, whether in cash or in-kind, must contribute between 20% and 50% of the total grant amount requested.4
	Cash (£)
	

	
	In-Kind (£)
	

	
	TOTAL (£)
	


1 Any University staff time should be costed at the appropriate fEC rate for your university. Business Interaction Vouchers are awarded at 100% fEC inclusive VAT. Explain how the staff will be provided (e.g. Project Lead time, Researcher co-lead, technician)
2Equipment purchase is not an eligible cost (refer to item 4 of the operational guidelines). 
3 The academic and industrial partner(s) will need to have a signed agreement in place before the start of the project (refer to item 8 of the operational guidelines).


	Section 7. Ethical and Social Issues

	Any ethical or social issues? If yes, complete the following:
	☐Yes ☐No

	Human participation

	Does the proposed project involve the use of human subjects?
	☐Yes ☐No

	Does the proposed project involve the use of human tissue?
	☐Yes ☐No

	Does the proposed project involve the use of human biological samples?
	☐Yes ☐No

	Does the proposed project involve the administration of substances to humans?
	☐Yes ☐No

	Will personal information be used? If yes, will participants be identifiable? 
	☐Yes ☐No

	

	Animal participation 
Does the proposed project involve the use of vertebrate animals or other organisms covered by the Animals (scientific Procedures) Act? If yes, what is severity of procedures and provide details:
	☐Yes ☐No

	

	Genetic and biological risk 
Does the proposed project involve production and/or use of genetically modified animals, plants, or microbes? If yes, will genetic modification be used as an experimental tool? 
	☐Yes ☐No

	

	Will the research involve release of the genetically modified organisms? 
	☐Yes ☐No

	Will the research be aimed at the development of commercial or industrial genetically modified processes or products? 
	☐Yes ☐No

	Approvals 

	Provide evidence e.g. copies of Home Office animal licences.
Have the required/necessary approvals been given?
	☐Yes ☐No

	Other issues: Are there any other ethical or social issues that you need to tell us about? Ethical research and innovation – UKRI





	Section 8. Declaration and Compliance

	By submitting this application, the applicants confirm that:

	The information provided in this application is accurate, complete, and correct to the best of their knowledge.
	☐Yes ☐No

	The proposed project aligns with the aims and objectives of the Elemental programme and falls within the scope of the Business Interaction Voucher (BIV) scheme.
	☐Yes ☐No

	All project partners meet the eligibility requirements of the scheme, including membership of the Elemental Hub by the Lead Academic, Project Co-Lead, and any Industry Partner(s).
	☐Yes ☐No

	Any Industry Partner(s) are UK-based or can demonstrate clear relevance and benefit to the UK bioeconomy.
	☐Yes ☐No

	The required match funding contribution has been identified, agreed by all partners, and will be available for the duration of the project.
	☐Yes ☐No

	The proposed project is distinct from, and does not duplicate, existing or previously funded work.
	☐Yes ☐No

	The applicants agree to participate in project monitoring, reporting, evaluation, and dissemination activities as required by the Elemental programme if funding is awarded.
	☐Yes ☐No

	Privacy notice: Please read the ELEMENTAL BBSRC Mission Hub Privacy Notice.  The information you provide will only be used by the University of Kent for the purpose of the Business Interaction Voucher Application. By providing your information you are consenting to its use for this purpose. The University of Kent carries out the processing of personal data in accordance with the UK Data Protection Act 1998/General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).

	Signature (By signing this application form I am agreeing to the above Privacy Notice, and Declaration and Compliance)

	Lead Academic Signature
	

	Date
	




	Section 9. Submission Checklist

	Before submitting your application, please ensure that the following requirements have been completed and all necessary documentation has been provided:

	Application Requirements:

	☐ All sections of the application form have been completed.

	☐ All Budget details and information on match funding have been provided. 

	☐ All required supporting documentation has been attached. 

	☐ All project partners have reviewed and approved the application.

	☐ The application has been submitted before the stated deadline. 

	Applicant Declarations:
By ticking the boxes below, you confirm that:

	☐ I have read the Elemental Hub Business Interaction Voucher (BIV) Guidelines and confirm that the proposed activities are aligned with both the objectives of the BIV scheme and the remit of the Elemental Hub.

	☐ All named applicants are current members of the Elemental Hub. 

	☐ The Project Lead's CV is attached.

	☐ A letter of support from the industrial partner is attached.

	☐ Financial approval has been obtained and authorised by the relevant Finance Officer and/or Head of Department.




To submit the application: 
Send the completed application form, short cv, and letter of support by email to: elementalmetalhub@kent.ac.uk. Subject line: Elemental Business Interaction Voucher Application.  
The application form should be a word document. Other documents can be submitted as a pdf. 

Applicants will be informed of the outcome of their application within four weeks of submission. 
 
Any questions? Please email the Elemental Hub Manager: elementalmetalhub@kent.ac.uk 
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